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The Law is on our Side! 
Our KOBAn of the quarter this is-
sue is Deputy Earl Rhudy, the 
Sheriff’s Litter Control Officer.  
Earl is respected within KOBA and 
known across the state in anti- litter 
circles for his zeal in ending the 
senseless trashing of Oconee 
County.  Earl is the front line on 
keeping Oconee beautiful.  Learn 
more about him in the article on 
page 3. 
 
Now, look over “In this issue”, be-
low, and see the other good infor-
mation that you will want to read in 
this issue.  This is your newsletter 
and we want you to enjoy it. 

KOBA’s 2002 Annual Meeting 
Monday, April 22nd 

honoring  

EARTH DAY  
at 

The Depot in Walhalla 
7-9 pm 

KOBA’s Annual Meeting will be 
held at the Depot in Walhalla from 
7-9 pm. We are celebrating another 
great year of KOBA activities 
along with honoring Earth Day. 
This is a new agenda for KOBA, 
and we hope you will come and 
enjoy yourselves. We will be serv-
ing wine and light appetizers. 
There will be a brief synopsis of 

each committee’s activities, as well 
as,  special recognition for an ind i-
vidual whose time and effort work-
ing for KOBA has been priceless. 
KOBA has had another outstanding 
year of achievements, and we hope 
to out-do ourselves this year. 
Remember: The best way to create 
the world around you is to become 
a part of it! 

Seven Directors Nominated for KOBA Board 

The KOBA nominating committee 
under Vi Schroder has submitted 
seven names for election at the an-
nual meeting on April 22. 
 
Under KOBA by- laws, a director 
may serve two consecutive terms. 
That will allow four directors with 
expiring terms to maintain their 
seats for a second two-year term.  
Lina Haycraft, Liz Kuemmerer, 
Mary Roche and Ann Yelton have 
all agreed to continue in their posi-
tions.   
 
We also have three new people 
nominated for open board posi-
tions.   
 
Lynn Holley is an avid litter fighter 
and along with his wife, Shelia, re-

ceived the District 3 and County 
Adopt-A-Highway award for the 
the year 2000.  His zeal will be an 
inspiration to the new board. 
 
Kay Deal will also be joining the 
board.  She has an education back-
ground, and we look forward to 
utilizing her experience to broaden 
the educational impact of KOBA.  
 
The seventh director nominee is 
Bill Shields.  He has worked with 
KOBA in the past, assisting with 
administration of the Adopt-A-
Highway program. 
 
We hope you will make the annual 
meeting on April 22 to meet the 
nominees and the rest of the KOBA 
leadership team. 
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Important Contacts within KOBA 
Chair 
Larry Dunster                          972-5215 
Vice-Chair 
Steve Sokol                             886-8700 
Secretary 
Adam Rumoshosky                  882-5314 
Treasurer 
[Interrim] Steve Sokol              886-8700 
Adopt-A-Highway 
Fred Bailine                            888-0190 
Education 
Lynne Dee Barth                     885-0465 

Promotion 
Phyllis Sanderson                     882-1300 
Membership 
Lina Haycraft                           944-2346 
Newsletter/Webmaster 
Steve Sokol                              886-8700 
Recycling  
Liz Kuemmerer                        638-6009 
Awards/Historian 
[Interrim] Vi Schroder             972-9398 
Litter Control Officer 
Earl Rhudy                               638-4111 

Oconee County has named Melissa 
Grant as the new Solid Waste Di-
rector.  She replaces Jack Hirst, 
who died suddenly last year.  We 
were very fortunate to have Jack in 
that position as he made Oconee 
County a forerunner in recycling.  
We know Melissa will follow in 
Jack's footsteps and lead Oconee 
County with innovative ideas and a 
firm direction.  
 
Here in Oconee County, we have 
eleven Manned Convenience Cen-
ters that operate from 7 am to 7 pm 
Monday through Saturday.  The 
centers take 20 categories of items.  
When you go to your selected Con-
venience Center, ask for the 
"Chippy the Chipmunk" booklet.  
It lists all the items they take.  
You'll be surprised!   
 
Besides the obvious like cans, 
glass, plastic and newspaper, they 
also take cooking oil, hypodermic 
needles, motor oil and motor oil 
bottles.  They even take appli-
ances, such as stoves, refrigerators, 
air-conditioning units, microwaves, 
etc.  You can also take your yard 
waste to the Materia ls Recovery 
Facility on Wells Highway in Se-
neca.   This material is chipped and 
sold as mulch by the county.  
 
Contact Numbers: 
Mulch:  888-1440 (8 am - 3:30 pm) 
Backyard Composting:  638-5889 
OCSW:  888-1440 (8am - 3:30 pm) 
Materials Recovery Facility:  888-
1440 (8am - 4:30 pm) 
 
Landfill Hours: 
Monday - Friday:  12 noon - 4 pm 
Saturday:  8 am - 4 pm 

Changes at Solid Waste 
and Schedule of Services 

Lynne Dee Barth is pictured above re-
ceiving a symbolic check for $7500 in 
Palmetto Pride grant funds from SC 
Representative Bill Sandifer and SC 
Senator Thomas Alexander.  Senator 
Alexander told the crowd assembled at 
the Rotary Club of Walhalla how proud 
he was of the unique accomplishments 
of KOBA and our efforts to keep 
Oconee beautiful. 

Nancy Schaffer to Chair 
KOBA Photo Contest 

The effort to develop a KOBA 
photography contest took a major 
step forward recently when Nancy 
Schaffer agreed to chair the com-
mittee developing the event.  
Nancy will provide a fresh new 
perspective with a broad overview 
versus the ‘technical’ photography 
vision that was the initial founda-
tion of the group. 

Nancy was born and raised in At-
lanta, GA.  After marrying Dick, 
she lived in many places in all ar-
eas of the country as his career ex-
panded.  However, it did not take a 
long time to decide on Oconee 
County when they were ready to 
retire.  They learned about KOBA 
and KOBA’s goal’s fit their inter-
ests in keeping Oconee beautiful. 

The format of the contest is taking 
shape under Nancy’s direction.  
Pictures must be taken in Oconee 
County.  An entry fee will be 
charged to help offset the prize 
money.  We are seeking a sponsor 
to help fund the significant cash 
prizes we hope to give to attract, 
quality photographs. 

The first year, our goal is to gain 
experience and build a foundation 

that provides wider recognition for 
KOBA.  Our long term goal is to use 
the winning pictures as a basis for a 
calendar we develop with a major 
sponsor.  We envision a sponsor 
willing to provide basic production 
costs in exchange for having a 
unique calendar to distribute to their 
customers  Additional calendars will 
be sold as a KOBA fundraiser.   

In future years, we anticipate this 
becoming a major fundraiser, and a 
tool for enhancing KOBA’s image. 
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Deputy Earl Rhudy, the Oconee 
County Litter Officer, was born in 
Jamesborough, TN, and raised by 
his grandparents on their farm.  In 
1963, he moved to Cordova, SC 
with his mother.  In September 
1967 he entered basic training at the 
Great lakes Training Center, before 
being assigned to the USS Vega in 
Alameda, CA.  He traveled to Viet 
Nam four times as a Hospital 
Corpsman. 
 
He was honorably discharged in 
1970 and stayed in Fresno, CA, for 
two years before returning to Ten-
nessee for a year.  Finally, he real-
ized he was destined to be a South 
Carolinian and he returned to Cor-
dova in 1972 and became a dis-
patcher for the South Carolina 
Highway Patrol. 
 
In January 1976, Earl joined the 
Orangeburg Police Department 
where he achieved the rank of Ser-
geant and became a Shift Supervi-
sor.  In 1988, he married Pat and 
left the police department.  They 
took over the Fixed Base Opera-
tions at the Orangeburg Regional 
Airport.  However, law enforce-
ment had apparently gotten into 
Earl’s blood, and in 1991, he went 
to work with the Calhoun County 
Sheriff’s Department as their inves-
tigator.  He was also their drug offi-
cer, the court preparation officer, 
and got involved with their “canine 
officers”.  He was responsible for 
running the bloodhounds and work-
ing with the drug dog.  
 
Earl’s wife Pat is from Greenville, 
and soon, she and Earl started 
yearning for the upstate.  They 
eventually relocated to Oconee 

County in 1994.  Pat worked as a 
legal secretary and Church office 
assistant and now has opened a 
childcare facility in their home. 
 
Earl joined the Oconee County 
Sheriff’s Department where he con-
tinued his work with bloodhounds 
and took responsibility for a 
“cadaver” dog.  Three years ago, 
Earl accepted the position of Litter 
Control Officer and began his work 
with KOBA. He has found this to 
be a most challenging job and has 
joined and become active in the 
South Carolina Litter Association.  
Through this association, he man-
aged to obtain a video camera for 
his patrol car and has received help 
from the association with cases.  
This effort has also led to close 
working relationships with other 
upstate litter officers, helping Earl 
in his mission for Oconee County.  
 
Earl will tell you that his favorite 
pastimes are camping, Clemson 
football, training dogs, and cutting 

grass.  We are sure many of you 
would like to assist him with new 
ways of doing the latter. 
 
Earl and Pat have been foster par-
ents for three and a half year and 
have had six to eight children in 
their home during that time.  They 
now have a wonderful three-year-
old little girl who they have housed 
since she was 15 months old.  They 
are currently working to adopt her 
and will have their first hearing the 
day after the KOBA annual meet-
ing.  With the love Earl has for fam-
ily in general and this little girl in 
particular, we certainly hope the 
judge will give Earl and Pat full 
custody.  The court could not find a 
more loving family. 
 
Although Earl now has enough 
years of service to retire, he plans to 
put in another ten years.  Earl says 
that between his wife, daughter and 
his work with the OCSD, he just 
does not have enough time to retire.  
Luckily for KOBA and Oconee 
County, Earl is very happy working 
to keep Oconee beautiful.  

Deputy Earl Rhudy—KOBAn of the Quarter! 
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Now, you can help Keep Oconee 
Beautiful.  On the facing page is a 
copy of the Litter Watch Report 
Form.  Just follow these steps to 
report littering that you see. 
 
1 Keep the form in your car with 

a pencil.  Do not write while 
driving.  

2 Do not  report out-of-state vehi-
cles. 

3 Your identity is required to sub-
mit the report.  Your identity 
will not be revealed, nor will 
you be required to testify. 

4 The registered owner of the ve-
hicle will be contacted by the 
Litter Control Officer. 

 
Remember, the more complete your 
report is, the more it can be an ef-
fective tool for the Litter Control 
Officer. 

Litter Watch Report  
Lets You Help!  

Adopt-A-Highway Volunteers:  Summit Homeowners Associatio n 

Irene and Tom Hammill moved to 
Seneca during the Thanksgiving 
weekend of 1999. They came from 
Port Huron, Michigan where Irene 
had retired as a teacher of 11th and 
12th graders. Her husband Tom is 
what  we would  ca l l  an  
"entrepreneurial type", having had 
several "careers" including glass 
etching, computer graphics, and 
Educational Website design, all of 
which he still pursues from their 
lovely home in the Summit subdi-
vision. The Hammills have two 
grown sons, one in California 
working with Unisys, and one in 
the Detroit, Michigan area where 
he was just promoted to an Assis-
tant Principle. The Michigan fam-
ily has given Tom and Irene three 
grandchildren which are the "apple 
of their eye" and reason to go back 
to Michigan more then occasion-
ally!!  
 
Tom and Irene were looking for a 
retirement location and Irene's sis-
ter, Helen Dolfis, kept telling them 
she had the perfect spot because 
she already lived in the Seneca 
area. The Hammills made some 
visits and like many of us, became 
enchanted with the area and de-
cided to "come on down"! While 
their Summit home was being 
built, they rented in Keowee ll sub-
division and became friendly with 
Judy and Paul Porter, their 
neighbors. Judy had seen Irene and 
her sister taking walks and picking 
up trash as they went so she invited 
them to take part in a trash pick-up 
she had organized that was mod-
eled after an Easter Egg hunt. Judy 
had "stashed" plastic eggs with 
money in them as an incentive for 
the workers and it proved to be a 

big success. She also suggested 
that Irene might want to consider 
the trash pick-up idea on a more 
formal, regular basis and the rest, 
as they say, is history.  
 
Shortly after Tom and Irene 
moved into their Summit home, 
Irene raised the issue of trash 
pick-up with the Summit Home 
Owners Association, and the idea 
was well received by the 
neighbors. They contacted Adopt-
A-Highway and adopted the 
stretch of Rt. 130 that runs from 
the new Bi-Lo past the Summit 
towards Old Clemson Highway. 
Their first pick-up was accom-
plished in September of 2001 and 
a total of 19 Summit neighbors 
turned out, a showing that sur-
prised and pleased Irene. Irene has 
already scheduled the pick-up 
dates for 2002, and she is confi-
dent that the Summit will support 
the pick-ups and that Rt. 130 will 
be a cleaner road in the future. 
 
Our thanks go out to Irene and all 
the Summit Homeowners who 
will continue to "patrol" their sec-
tion of Rt. 130 and keep it looking 
litter free!! 

KOBA Adopt-A-Highway Chair Fred 
Bailine is on the left above with Irene and 
Tom Hammill.  Irene and Tom are cred-
ited with establishing the Adopt-A-
Highway program within the Summit 
Homeowners Association 

The Palmetto Pride Marionettes 
honored Keowee Elementary 
School with a performance on Fri-
day, February 8th. The Marionettes 
are a traveling group of puppets on 
strings maneuvered by two guys. 
The focus is “Litter Trashes Every-
one.” It is a well-done skit with 
puppets on skateboards, one in a 
wheelchair and several on foot. It is 
aimed at grades K-4. The children 
loved it and were able to get in-
volved several times. Music, laugh-
ter and fun are great motivators to 
put litter in its place. 

Palmetto Pride Marionettes  



Page 5 KOBA Newsletter Spring, 2002 

Member Application/Dues Renewal/Special Support Gifts Form 

To join a committee, 
check it below. 

Adopt-A-Highway 

Awards 

Community Rel. 

Education 

Legis/Enforcement 

Membership 

Newsletter/Web 

Publicity 

Recycling 

Not sure 

Note:  You may also enter this information at the KOBA web site:  http://falserv.com/koba  

Please mail your most appreciated check to: KOBA, P.O. Box 1491, Seneca, SC  29679 

Amount Enclosed:  ____________  Check Number:  ________  Date:  ____/____/____ 

Special Gifts 
Donor:  $25.00 
Friend:  $50.00 
Patron:  $100.00 
Benefactor:  Over $100.00 

Annual Dues Classifications 
Individual/Family Membership:  $10.00 
Commercial/Organization (up to 25 employees):  $25.00 
Commercial/Organization (25 – 50 employees):  $50.00 
Commercial/Organization (over 50 employees):  $100.00 

Name: 
[Please print]  Last                               First                  Spouse’s Name(if applicable) 

Home Address: 
                                         Street                           City                 State         Zip Code 

Mailing Address: 
(if different from above)   Street                           City                 State         Zip Code 

Telephone:  (h)                                          (w)                    
Membership status:      New      Renewal   

Lit ter  Watch Report  Form  
 

Call the Sheriff’s Office (litter Control Officer): 638-4111 or 638-4112 
Or mail to the address on the reverse side 

Date:  ______/______/______   Time:  ____________  (AM/PM)      Location: ______________________ 
 
Car Description:  License Number:  ____________________    Make:  _____________________________ 
 
                             Body Style:  __________    Color:  ___________    Peculiarities:  ___________________ 
 
Type of Littering:  _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Describe Who and What You Observed:  _____________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Reported by:  ___________________________________________________________________________                       
[Please print]                                   Name                                                                          Telephone number 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
                      Street address                                                                      City                                    State                   Zip code 

Your report can not be accepted unless you identify yourself. 
However, your identity will not be revealed, and you will not be required to testify 
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Keep Oconee Beautiful Association 
P.O. Box 1491 
Seneca, SC  
29679 

Litter Control Officer 
Oconee County Sheriff’s Office 
415 South Pine St. 
Walhalla, SC  
29691 

Place 
Stamp 
Here 

Place 
Stamp 
Here 
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Support  Businesses Who Support  KOBASupport  Businesses Who Support  KOBA   

Buy a New Car—Help KOBA Grow! 
Thanks to a new program implemented last quarter, 
you can now assist KOBA by buying your next car 
from one of our associated automobile dealerships.  
The deal is simple:  Buy a car from Roper Ford, Per-
formance Motors, or Lake Keowee Chrysler-Dodge, 
and the dealership will contribute a dollar to KOBA.  
 
The connection between automobile dealers is a natu-
ral:  Most of the roadside trash in Oconee County 
comes from cars and trucks, and the dealers are anx-
ious to create a more responsible attitude towards 
waste generated within vehicles or from their cargo.  
The program will allow KOBA to reach a broader 
base of citizens and expand the educational outreach.  
 
The dealerships have provided us with some nice 
statements supporting KOBA’s effort.  Mike Hudson 

of Roper said “Sometimes everyone just needs a re-
minder that it is really up to each of us, one by one, to 
help keep Oconee County a place we can all be proud 
of.”  Kurt Mechling of Performance Chevrolet praised 
the program as a creative way to begin to bring some 
very important information to the people who are driv-
ing on our roads.  Walt Medina of Lake Keowee 
Chrysler-Dodge hailed the program as the first of its 
kind in the State and credits KOBA with developing 
this creative way to expand the wonderful work al-
ready being carried out by the grass-roots organiza-
tion.  
   
KOBA is very excited about the exposure that is being 
gained and the good potential for increasing member-
ship.  We will work closely with these dealerships to 
find other promotional opportunities and will continue 
to encourage other local automobile dealers to join us 
in keeping Oconee beautiful.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

ROPER FORDROPER FORD   
Established 1957 
859 By-Pass 123 

SENECA, SC  29678 
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Spring Quarter 2002 

Editor:  Steve Sokol 

Do not forget to join us at 
7:00 pm the evening of 
April 22 at the Walhalla 
Depot to celebrate Earth 
Day and hold the annual 
meeting of our Associa-
tion..  Enjoy refreshments, 
fellowship and informa-
tion. KOBA leaders will 
be there to meet with 
small groups. 

 
There will be no long speeches—just a chance to 
learn about the successes of this year and the 
plans for next year.  We will have the proposed 
detail budget for next year and will be happy to 
review it with interested parties. 
 
We are advancing in our objective of keeping 
Oconee beautiful.  Please join us at the meeting 
and see what is being done and offer any sugges-
tions you may have about how we can improve 
our efforts.  

How About Another Status Check?? 

Please look at your membership status on the upper right 
of the mailing label below.  If your membership is close to 
expiring, please use the form inside this newsletter and 
pay your dues before we have to send you a notification.  
If you are not a dues paying member and would like to be, 
use the membership form to make a financial contribution.  
 
All of our membership information is now on a computer 
data base and we would like to keep it accurate.  If you 
find any errors or problems on your information, please 
notify Lina Haycraft or Steve Sokol so we can update our 
files.  We would also love to help you find additional to 
work in keeping Oconee beautiful.  Feel free to contact us 
or any board member and find out about challenges that 
could enhance your service experience. 


